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TZU CHI TAIWAN EXCHANGE
Student Testimonies

One of the most memorable things
we did in Hua Lien was going
fishing the ecological way. Instead of
using equipment harmful to the
environment, the Amis people use
sticks and logs to catch the fish.
Learning to fish the native way was
extremely exciting. We caught fish
and shrimp, and even got to taste
Through the

process, I learned many new things,

them  afterwards!
such as the fact that the Amis people
use certain rocks to heat water,
fish.

using iron and steel pots, this native

which cooks the Instead of
group fashions pots out of hardened
plants, a very good use of the
environment. I truly loved the
experience. —Kensie ;X8
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here! Hopefully, one day you guys
get to come to Tzu Chi Taiwan!
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My favorite part of this trip is
when I lived in my host family’s
house because I had a whole new
perspective of life. For instance, I
viewed the quality of more and more
things. Overall, this trip has
infinitely changed my life, from the
way I viewed life to the way I live.
—Alex Huang ZZBZE
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STUDENT COUNCIL MEMO

by Lily Gossain
The
inducted by the fourth graders for

student council is being

two weeks while the fifth graders
travel across the world to Taiwan!
The fourth graders will try to run
the student council so that they can
feel what it is going to be like if
they, one day, become student

council  president and  vice

president.

WRITING PROMPTS
by Audrey Ying
The Clerk and the Poet
You are a clerk who works in the
local supermarket, but your dream
job is to be a puzzle master. You are
very lonely and everyone takes you
for granted, except one customer.
He always stops to talk to you every
time. He visits every other day, and
writes you poems. One day, you are
restocking shelves until you find a
mysterious note with familiar
handwriting, and it takes you on
the adventure of your dreams!
Submit your entries to Ms. M and
they will be in the next chronicle.
Title it, “The Clerk and the Poet".

by Aurelia Kem-Wolchok
A Week of Mystery
You wake up on Sunday and find
out that your best friend is
babysitting you for the week. The
first day, you play happily, but on
Monday, you catch your friend
doing something peculiar. What are
they doing? Do you find out? Is it

magic?

Averie Mak writes
Haikus

LIVING NATURE
Antelope gather,
a tiger comes—birds scatter

as the flowers bloom.

THE GALAXY
While cosmic winds blow,
a satellite approaches,

the jade moon glowing.

Mackinnon Inglis writes
Haiku

PANDA
Pandas are so cute!
They love to eat bamboo!

They are the best ever!

Jayden Xu shares

Endangered Species

An endangered animal is an
animal who might go extinct in the
future.

The rainbow trout’s population
has started dropping fast since the

1800s because of

overfishing.

The Tasmanian tiger was one of
the most animals
between 1900 and 1987. With the

last of the species remaining in

endangered

1985, this tiger species officially

became extinct in 1987.
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THOMAS EDISON
Aurelia Kem-Wolchok
Thomas Edison made a major
impact on the world. Without him,
lightbulbs,

batteries, and

we would not have

movies, phones,
more. He started inventing when he
was just a boy. He should be

celebrated for his inventions.

JAL FLIGHT 123
Jayden Xu

Japan Air Lines (JAL) Flight 123
should be a short domestic flight
from Tokyo to Osaka airport.
However, on that 2 hour flight, it
crashed because of a failure in air
pressure that caused the tail of the
plane to separate from the cabin
after 12 minutes following takeoff.
Only 4 people survived.

It was the deadliest crash in
Boeing 747’s history. The crash date

was Monday, August 12, 1985.

WINTER OLYMPICS
Julia Paulson
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THE RECIPE FOR JOY
Add your favorite foods, and
dump in some feeling flour. Stir
hard, and then dump a bucket of
Imagination. Don't forget the soda,
for whisking up the heart... because
then all you have is Joy.
BOOK REC!
FRONT DESK by Kelly Yang
It is about a courageous Chinese
girl named Mia who immigrated
from China with her parents, and is
because of

struggling ‘money

problems’.
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Artwork by Alina Jiang

The Sea of Poison

PARTS 1-2
Elly Yang

A misty haze wafted around, and
the plane was perfectly ordinary.
Eleven-year-old Fern was seated in.
Through the purple mist, the pilot
didn’t notice jagged spires of jet
black

steaming ocean, until it was too

stone jutting out of the
late.

Fern awoke in something
transparent and cushy. When her
eyes came to focus, she saw that she
was in a bubble. What she saw
through the thickness of the bubble
made her scream.

Midnight black insects swarmed
the carcases of all kinds of ocean
They

decaying bodies by dissolving and

animals. devoured  the
melting the bodies. They were
emerging endlessly from the spires.
And they wore a look of hunger in
their eyes.

To be continued...

THE STORY OF TOAST
PARTS 2-3
Alina Jiang
Suddenly, a gaping hole emerged

under Toast’s fuzzy paws and
immediately, the darkness dragged
Toast into the void. Everything
went silent. It was unlike the quiet
of the woods, or even the hush of
the nighttime. This was different.
There was just nothingness that
surrounded Toast.

Toast  felt like she was
falling—but there was no wind, no
ground rushing up beneath her. Just
darkness  stretching in  every
direction.

In the distance, a faint glow
caught her eye. It was a crystal. The
glow wasn't as gentle as before.
This time, it was cold and sharp.

“You took what was not yours.
And now we will take it back,” a

voice said.

“B-but I only found it in the forest!”
Toast stammered. “You shouldn’t
have come to the woods, Toast”
Then, the darkness swallowed her

whole.

Toast found herself once again in
the dark and dreary forest. But
There,
standing in front of her, was a

something was wrong.
shadow. Toast stared in horror. The
shadow shifted into a figure. It was
herself.

Toast was staring face-to-face
with her own shadow. “The crystal
is the key. Once a door opens,
something goes out and another
goes in,” the shadow said. “No.. no,
this can’t be,” Toast trembled under
her breath.

“Once you touched the crystal, a
door opened. Now, I get to stay in
your door and you get to stay in
mine.” Toast seized the crystal in
her paw and ran off, into the
forest. The
didn't run. It

shadow

still, and

alternative
stayed
vanished into the mist.

Toast ran as fast as she could in
her life. She ran so hard that her
skin felt tight from the pressure.
Suddenly, a gleam of light caught
her attention. To her surprise, it was
her home. She felt a sigh of relief
and opened the door.

Creeeeeaaaakk....

“Mom! Dad! I'm home!” There
was no reply. “MOM!! DAD!! Im
baaaaacckk!!” Toast yelled,
exhausted from all the running. Yet
again, there was no reply. Just an
eerie silence.

She peered over to the living
room, and to her horror, something
had happened to her parents. Her
parents were turned into lifeless
statues. Toast collapsed on the floor.
She started to lose all hope. She
wished this day had never come,
that she never found the crystal. All
she wanted was to return home.
But... What was home anymore?

To be continued...

Students Create!
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Isabella Kolbinsky

Newborn penguins are unique!
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I can always go higher!
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